Personal Narrative Assignment Sheet
The topic for this narrative will be centered around what do we carry, either physical or emotional?  This question is a major theme throughout The Things They Carried and is written in a narrative form with each chapter being a smaller story within the main storyline.  These individual stories and the novel as a whole will provide a good model for you to follow when writing your essays.
Choose event from your life that changed you and gave you something new to “carry” in your life.  What you carry could by physical or emotional.  Tell your story staying focused on this single event.  You may provide some background information and some about what happened next, but for the most part, your narrative should focus on ONE moment in your life that changed you.
In class we will be learning about O’Brien’s writing style.  You should include elements of O’Brien’s writing style in your own writing.  The voice of your narrative should still be yours, but there should be elements included that demonstrate your knowledge of O’Brien’s style and how to imitate writing styles.
Specifics:
Your narrative should be between 4 and 5 double-spaced pages printed with 12-point Times New Roman font.  
You can find all the specific elements you must include on the “Personal Narrative Checklist.”  This checklist will be the one I use when I’m grading your narrative.
This narrative is part of a bigger portfolio that will be due at the end of the unit.  You can find all the required items for the Personal Narrative Portfolio on the “Personal Narrative Portfolio Checklist.”  This checklist will be the one I use when I’m grading your portfolio.
Due date for narrative TOPIC PROPOSAL: September 12th, 2014
Due date for narrative DRAFT: September 29th, 2014
Due date for FINAL narrative: October, 10th, 2014 (Same due date as the portfolio)

